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War broke out in 1775. Lord George Germaine gave him
employment in the office of War and the Colonies, which left
him time to continue his experiments in matter and motion.
The great Sir Joseph Banks was attracted by these experiments,
and had him elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. Towards
the end of the American Revolutionary War Thompson was
given a commission of Lieutenant-Colonel in the Bang's
American Dragoons, and fought in North Carolina.
When the war was over Thompson returned from New
York to England, was knighted by George III, went for a trip
in the Rhineland, and after obtaining an introduction to the
Elector of Bavaria entered the Bavarian service. For eleven
years (1784-95) he was a Minister of State at Munich, and
was created a Count of the Holy Roman Empire. With the
quenchless reforming zeal of an enlightened man of the
eighteenth century he improved the military system (particu-
larly easing the frightful condition of the private soldier),
cleaned the city of dirt and beggars, and made a public park
(the " English Garden ") out of a desolate waste. His monu-
ment, erected by grateful citizens when he left Munich in
1795, still adorns the English Garden.
Returning to England as Count Rumford (he took his title
from Rumford, now Concord, in Massachusetts), he pursued
his experiments in electricity, in heat, and on the prevention
of smoky chimneys, the improvement of cooking, the hygiene
of clothing; for, like Franklin, he was nothing if not practical,
and was the friend of the common man. The humane Lord
Pelham, who had a house in Dublin, invited Rumford to go
„ there on a visit; during his stay in Dublin he proposed, with
soeeess* reforms in the hospitals and workhouses, carried on
his scientific experiments, and was made a member of the
Royal Irish Academy.
There was no end to Rumford's benevolence and the fertility
of his mind. He gave £1000 to the Royal Society and another
£1000 to the American Academy of Arts and Science, to
encourage research on light and heat; and in 1799 he founded,
by obtaining subscriptions and promises of support, the Royal

